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“And you will know the truth,

and the truth will make you free.’
(John 8:32)

>

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.”
(John 4:24)

“We must follow the truth whereever it may lead.”
(Antony Flew)
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1

Introduction

1.1 Claims of Muslims

It is often claimed in conservative Sunni Islamic circles, or at
least alluded to that the Bible had been “altered”, “manipu-
lated” or “corrupted”. For example, two official Sunni Islamic
English translations of the Quran add a footnote to a Quranic
verse which defines the term “enlightening Scriptures” by
saying: “the original Torah of Moses and the Gospel of Je-
sus” and “The unaltered, original Torah and Gospel, which
were revealed by Allah” respectivelyﬂ Thus making a distinc-
tion between the Scriptures we have today, and the original
Scriptures which were originally written and which were sup-
posedly “altered”.

! (Quran 3:184), Dr. Mustafa Khattab and Saheeh International English
translations


https://quran.com/3?startingVerse=184&translations=131%2C20
https://quran.com/3?startingVerse=184&translations=131%2C20
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1.2 Their Purpose

The claim that the Bible had been changed is necessary to
undermine a few important questions:

1. One of those questions is: Why does Islamic morality
(Sharia Law) which Muhammad introduced seem hostile
and intolerant when compared to Christian morality which
teaches love and forgiveness and which predated Islam?
Take as an example treating captured women as sex slaves,
the punishment of stoning for adultery, the beating of
wives, the hand cutting of thieves etc. Such cruelty is
unheard of in Christianity, so why does Islam seem more
like a regression to Judaism rather than a continuation of
Christianity?

The Christian understanding of the Law given to Moses,
e.g. the punishment system, is pedagogical. From the mo-
ment Adam and Even disobeyed God and were expelled
from the garden of Eden, God desired to redeem them
and he had a salvific plan. Therefore He guided them,
He ”walked with them”, disciplined them when they stub-
bornly disobeyed and He sent them prophets to prepare
them for the revelation of His true identity to them. In
this sense, we can understand God’s behaviour as a loving
father who in the end sent down his only Son (the Word
incarnate) who revealed to us the true identity of God, who
is love. In this sense, Christ fulfilled the law by perfect-
ing it and lifting it from the language of the whip, to the
language of love?]

But the story is very different in Islam: Take for example
the punishment of stoning for adultery: It was a Mosaic
lawﬂ which was given as a discipline to “stiff-necked peo-

2 The Bible says: “God is love” (1 John 4:8)
3 (Deuteronomy 22:23-24)
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ple’ﬂ When Christ ran across the adulterous woman, he
forgave her, gave her another chance by commanding her:
“sin no more’ﬂ In doing so he abolished the punishment
of stoning, so did Christians after Him. However stoning
was reinstated 5 centuries later in Islanﬂ the logical ex-
planation of which is that the Islamic Law is a regression
to the Mosaic Law.

Therefore by claiming that the Bible was manipulated, the
Muslim apologist can portray Islam as a kind of continua-
tion of Divine Revelation from Judaism, to Christianity to
Islam, and he can portray the Quran as the “Final Revela-
tion” from God.

2. Another question Muslim apologists seek to undermine is:
Who is Christ really? Is he only a prophet as the Quran
claims‘.ﬂ Or is he God incarnate as proclaimed in the
Gospel?

God according to the Quran
Can forgives sins.

Jesus according to the Bible? The Holy Bible says about
Jesus Christ that he is the divine Son of God, God incar-
nate who redeemed mankind by having died in the flesh
and risen on the third dayﬂ conquering death by the power
of His divinity. Who lived a sinless lifﬂ could forgive

4 (Exodus 32:9); “rebellious and stubborn” (Duetronomy 31:27)

5 (John 5:14)

6 'Sahih Muslim 1691a}|Sahih Al-Bukhari 6829

7 Despite other Quranic verses calling Jesus “the Christ”, the “Word of God”,
and a “Spirit from God” (Quran 4:171)

8 (John 1:1,14)

% (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)

10 Compare with Muhammad who was sinful 40:55, 47:19, 48:2


https://sunnah.com/muslim:1691a
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:6829
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others’ sins El, raise the dead and will one day judge the
world on the day of judgemem{H

1.3 What is the Holy Bible?

The Bible is the book which the Christians believe as the word
of God and consider a Holy inspiration from God. It was
written by 10s of people across 3 millennia, who wrote under
inspiration each according to his own style. It is noteworthy
to outline in this book that it was called by Syriacs and Arab
Christians which were contemporaries to Muhammad as ”The
Holy Book™. They still call it so until today. The significance
of this name will be highlighted later, as the Quran refers
to the Bible using the term ”The Book”, undoubtedly, The
Holy Bible. The Bible is composed of two main parts: the
Old Testament (before Christ), and the New Testament (after
Christ). The Old Testament is composed of:

1. The Torah (also called the Law, consists of the first 5 books
of the OT which were written by Moses)

2. The Prophets
3. Historical books

4. Wisdom and poetic books including the Psalms. These
books prophesy the coming of the Messiah, the Christ,
and they are the same books which the Jews believe in.

The New Testament is mainly composed of:

1. The Gospel, written in four testimonies by four eye-witnesses:

Matthew, Mark Luke and John; who tell the life of Jesus,

' Mark 2:5-10; cf. Matthew 9:2-8; Luke 5:18-26. The Quran says only God
can forgive sins 3:135
12The Quran does not deny these things about the Christ.
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namely the incarnation of the Word of God, His life, Death
and Resurrection

2. Acts (the birth of the church)
3. The Letters of St. Paul
4. The Catholic letters

5. The book of Revelation

The message of the New Testament is referred to by Christians
as the “Enjeel”, which comes from the Greek word “Evange-
lion” which means “the good news”, “Albishara” in Arabic
(5L, or “Gospel” in English. The same word (Enjeel) is
used in the Quran to refer to the Gospel. The Scriptures is a
general term used to refer to the Holy Bible either in part or
in full.

As Christians, we believe that the Holy Bible is inspired from
God, and that it was preserved and protected by HimE] from
corruption or from being altered or changed since the time
it was written until today, including the time during which
Muhammad lived.

1.4 What is the Qur’an?

The Qur’an is a book of verbatim verses which was written
by a single man named Muhammad (Kutham), who attributed
them to Allah (the Arabic word for God used in the Quran). It
is composed of X suras (with or excluding the Fatiha?) It is the
primary book Muslims believe in. Secondary books are called
the Hadiths, which are the reported sayings of Muhammad
and his companions.

13(Psalm 119: 89)
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1.5 How did we pick Quranic English
translations?

Well informed Arabic speakers can tell that no single English
Quran translation is faithful to the original Arabic text. It
makes us wonder why some Muslims might feel shy of ac-
curately translating the original text or might even alter it by
removing or adding words to what they consider the literal
words of God. All English translations are biased in translat-
ing one verse or another. For the most accurate understanding
of the Qur’an, the only recourse is to study the original Arabic
script. But we know this is not possible for the majority of the
English speaking world. Thereforeand for the reason of being
as accurate as possible for this study, we used more than a sin-
gle English translation, and we always used the original Arabic
script with the English translation which best represents it as
literally as possible.

To give you an idea of the purposeful distortions in Quranic
translations, we list a couple of examples:

One verse in the Quran allows men to beat their wives (re-
gardless of how lightly, and regardless that the deity of Islam
somehow sees women as worthy of being beaten by their hus-
bands as if they were of a lower status than men, as another
verse states ] This is not our concern at the moment but rather
the translation accuracy). The following is a table of different
translations to the word from verse 4:34 which literally means
to beat”. The literal translation of 4475 is “beat them” or
”hit them”, the pronoun refers to women. The root of the word
in arabic is —,»> which means ”to beat” or "’to hit”:

Notice that in 5 popular translations, the word lightly” which
does not exist in the original script is added in brackets. We
believe this is whitewashing and undertoning of the original

14
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Quran Translation of i3 ,f
T. Usmani beat them
A. Maududi and beat them
M.A.S. Abdel Haleem | then hit them
M. Pickthall and scourge them
A. Yusuf Ali beat them (lightly)

Al-Hilali & Khan

beat them (lightly, if it is useful)

Saheeh International

strike them [lightly]

Mustafa Khattab

discipline them “gently’

Table 1.1: Comparison of Quranic translations in verse 4:34.

text. So we have excluded such unfaithful translations.
Another example is in verse 3:184, the phrase is: i i
which literally means ”The enlightening book”, referring to the
book which was given to “’the prophets before Muhammad”.
We assume that this ’book” is the same book which the Syriac
and Arab Christians who dated Muhammad and referred to as
”The Holy Book”, and still call it this name until today. This
phrase is translated as such:

Quran Translation of i v‘&h
T. Usmani “the enlightening Book”
A. Maududi “the illuminating Book”
A. Yusuf Ali “the Book of Enlightenment”

Al-Hilali & Khan

“the Book of Enlightenment”

M.A.S. Abdel Haleem

“enlightening scripture”

M. Pickthall

“the Scripture giving light”

Saheeh International

“the enlightening Scripture”

Mustafa Khattab

“enlightening Scriptures”

Table 1.2: Comparison of Quranic translations in verse 3:184.

In this particular case, using “’Scripture” or ’Scriptures” in-
stead of ”book” undoubtedly undertones the meaning of the
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verse as it gives the impression that what is being talked about
here could be any part of the Bible, but actually it mentions the
Holy Bible by name "The Book”. Therefore some translations
undertone the meaning of the verse as it was understood by
Muhammad’s contemporary Christians who referred to the
Bible (and still do) as ”The Holy Book™ (sl ).
Namely, we mainly used 3 translations [IE],

Our purpose is to know when the bible is mentioned. So we
want it to be literal. We encourage readers to consult them
and others for better understanding; and if possible to go back
to the Arabic text directly. We have also added our own literal
translations where most helpful in double square brackets ‘[[’
and ‘]]’.

1.6 Purpose of This Book

The supposed fundamental evidence for the “corruption” ac-
cusations relies on the Quran, the main document Muslims
believe in and consider holy. The thesis presented in this book
is that such claims are unfounded in the Quran. Quranic verses
are ignorantly and reluctantly quoted, their interpretations
twisted and framed to fit the “corruption” criteria. Whereas
in fact, the Quran testifies to the preservation, authenticity
and authority of the Holy Bible. The purpose of this book is
to unearth the truth by listing all Quranic verses which concern
the Holy Bible and highlighting their interpretations from the
four chief Quranic interpreters recognised throughout the Is-
lamic worl(fﬂ This argument will be presented and explained
gradually in the following few chapters.

151, Sahih International (S. I.); 2. Dr. Mustafa Khattab’s The Clear Quran
(M. K.) and 3. Marmaduke Pickthall’s The Meaning of the Glorious Koran
(M. P.) 4. Hilali-Khan’s Noble Quran

16 Al-Jalalayn, Ibn Kathir, Al-Qurtubi and Al-Tabari.



1.7. DECLARATION

The purpose of writing this book about the Quran is not be-
cause we trust or accept everything it claims; we know that
big portions of the Quran were plagiarised from sources in-
cluding the Bible and the Jewish oral tradition[T_Tl and that it
was forged to serve Muhammad’s interests and carnal plea-
sures [*] Rather we use it as a tool to help us reach out to
Muslims, highlighting that it (whether intentionally or unin-
tenitionally) provides an additional historic witness that the
Bible was preserved unchanged as inspired from God.

1.7 Declaration

We wish to declare that this book is based on the booklet
“The Non-distortion of the Holy Book” by Father Zakaria
Boutro

17For example: The text quoted in (Quran 5:32) is attributed to God, in fact
it comes from a Jewish interpretation of the Torah (Tractate Sanhedrin;
Chapter 4: Mishna [11). The text quoted in (Quran 27:18), an ant speaking
to other ants, is a known Jewish legend (The Legends of the Jews by Louis
Gianberg, 1909, Volume 4, Chapter 5:117). Quran 112 (Surat Al-Ikhlas) is
attributed to God, in fact it is quoted in part from the poetry of Umayya Bin
Abu Al-Salat (also known as Abu Alhakam). See (Sahih Muslim 2255a) a
Hadith (a discussion attributed to Muhammad) confirming that Muhammad
learned from the poetry of this poet. For the original poems, see the book
(Arabic): €7 .o V434 g obo s = L) b mmw — kil Gl o 2l Ol

18 For example what Muhammad’s wife Aisha said to him: “It seems to me
that your Lord hastens to satisfy your desire” (Sahih Muslim 1464a). This
was when God supposedly said in the Quran that Muhammad may have
whoever woman he wished (Quran 33:51) and after Muhammad let his
adopted son Zaid divorce his wife Aisha Bint Jahsh and he married her
(Quran 33:37).

19 Available in Arabic: |k S o il S iy pas


https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/tractate-sanhedrin-chapter-4
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/tractate-sanhedrin-chapter-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Legends_of_the_Jews.4.5.117?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Legends_of_the_Jews.4.5.117?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://sunnah.com/muslim:2255a
https://www.islam-christianity.net/books/islam/pdf/10.zip
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The Quran Asserts The Divine
Origin Of The Bible

The Quran stresses that the Holy Scriptures originated from
God and that they were given directly by Him. Starting with
the Torah, then the Psalms, the books of the Prophets, the
Gospel and the Bible altogether. Below is a detailed discussion
of each category and a listing of supporting Quranic verses:

2.1 The Torah

The Quran Witnesses that the Torah comes from God, and
that He gave it to the Jews (Moses) as guidance and light:

B Quran 5:44 £ ¢ el

«Indeed, We revealed the Torah, containing guidance
and light, by which the prophets, who submitted them-
selves to Allah, made judgments for Jews. So too did
the rabbis and scholars judge according to Allah’s Book,

11



CHAPTER 2. THE QURAN ASSERTS THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE

with which they were entrusted and of which they were
made keepers.» [M.K.]

0556 1y Taslas pdll gal pdll D5zl s (S 53y (sibn L 31,80 LT By
Yy Oty Ul 1gad Y sligs ade 15155 A OS e leaisral LYl

«0g SN on Ayl ) J5T 1 (Sa d mg Sl W LU lgiis
\ i J

Wl Quran 2:87 AY 3,881

«Indeed, We gave Moses the Book and sent after him
successive messengers. And We gave Jesus, son of
Mary, clear proofs and supported him with the holy
spirit.»

obbfy bl mpe o e LTy oo oy o LBy S v LT Ailg

G A3 =g
AN - J

KMl Quran 17:2 Y sl

«And We gave Moses the Scripture and made it a guide
for the Children of Israel, stating: “Do not take besides
Me any other Trustee of Affairsy

€ISy 395 oo 195 VT L] 5 s olilaomy QUSTI g LT 9y
\ - i J

3 Quran 23:49 £4 105kl

«And We certainly gave Moses the Scripture, so per-
haps his people would be rightly guided.»

«Opigy paled OUSTI cwgo LT sy
J

&

B Quran 25:35 Yo 106,

«We certainly gave Moses the Book and appointed his
brother Aaron as his helper.»

s Oppls olsf ane Ly QLS cwga LsT .w,»/

12



6.

2.2. THE GOSPEL

Quran 21:48 £A el

o paliiy Ul e sl Bl (Sly (S ] 1 T
Lokl
RASAS )

-

2.2 The Gospel

1.

2.

Quran 5:46 £ sl

«Then in the footsteps of the prophets, We sent Jesus,
son of Mary, confirming the Torah revealed before
him. And We gave him the Gospel containing guidance
and light and confirming what was revealed in the
Torah—a guide and a lesson to the God-fearing.»

Ll (5T) oty Bygal o aty o W Bbias 0 o oms (o2,BT e Ly
\«.;,:j;AU Wacgey Sy Byt o 4y o U Biliass iy ooka 4 £ (4]
")

O S oo S ey ) 3 e iy obles o Lty
taait of &b Lol o oS fT St Jo Sl ol 0T 01 e s e

Quran 57:27 YV s

«Then We caused Our messengers to follow in their
footsteps; and We caused Jesus, son of Mary, to follow,
and gave him the Gospel, and placed compassion and
mercy in the hearts of those who followed him. But
monasticism they invented - We ordained it not for them
- only seeking Allah’s pleasure, and they observed it not
with right observance..»

13
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C3layg iy By ogndl p ) Ol (8 Wlamg oYV 0lisTy 0 ol omans Ly

2.3 The Psalms And The Prophets

1.

2.

Quran 17:55 00 sl

«Your Lord knows best all those in the heavens and
the earth. And We have surely favoured some prophets
above others, and to David We gave the Psalms.»

3913 Ty amy Jo cnedl o Ulias aily 2315 clslend) gu,q\,.l,c? Elyo»
«(ll sT) 1ya3
L (i &h) L) |

Quran 4:163 (R Y JEpSooe]|

«Lo! We inspire thee as We inspired Noah and the
prophets after him, as We inspired Abraham and Ish-
mael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and Jesus and
Job and Jonah and Aaron and Solomon, and as We
imparted unto David the Psalms.»

Gty Jeolely wonlal ) ol odas on Camdly 9 ) Limsl LS 0) Lol )y
gty 3915 LTy Oleskny Ogjlag (Dbss) sy nly (caesy BLoly Coshns

- J

Quran 35:25 Yo : bbb

«And if they deny thee, those before them also denied.
Their messengers came unto them with clear proofs
(of Allah’s Sovereignty), and with the Psalms and
the Scripture giving light [literally: ‘enlightening
book’].»

oSy ST TRUME e rﬁ;\a— (,.@.LA o op LS ﬂ}g:@g Ols»

K. )
N\ <)’L/
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2.3. THE PsaLMSs AND THE PROPHETS
(ol S g el S (ST o )

%3 Quran 3:184 YAE (Oes JT

«And if they deny thee, even so did they deny messen-
gers who were before thee, who came with miracles
and with the Psalms and with the Scripture giving
light.»

Gl QS ity Sldly gelr SIS oy ST 85,0870y
J

(L3l 381 3o S 2 gl )

B Quran 16:43

«And We sent not (as Our messengers) before thee

other than men whom We inspired - Ask the followers
of the Remembrance if ye know not!»

«Ogalss ¥ o257 0) ST ol LG gl (g Wy V) Gl e T Lagy

(Y1 85 52 S 1)) )

M Quran 21:25

«And We sent no messenger before thee but We in-
spired him, (saying): There is no Allah save Me (Allah),
so worship Me.»

«0sheels LT YL ) Y wf 4l (9 W) Jgoy o M o Lo Lagy
N J

g8 Quran 5:70 Vsl

«We made a covenant of old with the Children of Israel
and We sent unto them messengers.»

el (538 Y 6 Sy el LSSy g} Ul ] & Bltse s iy
«Oshity Uy By 192487 as b )

N
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Quran 21:7 Voel¥

«And We sent not (as Our messengers) before thee
other than men, whom We inspired. Ask the follow-
ers of the Reminder [or ‘remembrance’, meaning Holy
Bible] if ye know not?»

«Osales ¥ 0x870) S ol LG ol g Y, Y1 s Wl u,»)

UM Quran 87:19 14 N

K wsny el CaBloy
& J

Vg gl @ Yy 35ed) die Yy il OUS 3 Y U S3Y Sl G a
Sanals Lozt ) ol B e 3

(VA Quran 19:54

s Ygmny 0185 degll Bl Ol (Lasler) Jome] ST (3 S3lgy

o ey OF Ogaledl JB 0) Sadles, o Led Ny 0I5 8l Bl S g O oS
et L ity 8 0T g ol ity B 0T s s b Lsdl gl
(1922 osim) 7 0g sy 05t cabletly

2.4 The Bible As A Whole
(A e e e j.«d.le' S ob dgzs LT

B Quran 6:156 Yo salil

«Lest ye should say: The Scripture was revealed only

to two sects before us [the Jews and the Christians],
and we in sooth were unaware of what they read;»

CUS o (ladly 35ad) el e QU 3T L 1ls ol

16



2.4. THE BIBLE As A WHOLE

YAl Quran 29:46 £ 1Sl

«And argue not with the People of the Scripture unless it
be in (a way) that is better, save with such of them as do
wrong; and say: We believe in that which hath been
revealed unto us and revealed unto you; our Allah
and your Allah is One, and unto Him we surrender.»

Sl LT Islidy wgne tgalls ) V1 el a gL YL OUSTY Jal 15l Yy

€ Opakons o Ay Aty (STl L]y oS I3l L) I3t
\ J

KM Quran 35:25 Yo : bbb

«And if they deny thee, those before them also denied.
Their messengers came unto them with clear proofs
(of Allah’s Sovereignty), and with the Psalms and the
Scripture giving light [literally: enlightening book].»

«If they deny you, so did those before them. Their mes-
sengers came to them with clear proofs, divine Books,
and enlightening Scriptures [literally: enlightening
Book].»

L 5 by Dbl by Bl gld e el QIS B 8535 o)y
Qo bl
N -

ol O gl oS

' Quran 3:184 VAL Oles T

«If you are rejected by them, so too were messengers
before you who came with clear proofs, divine Books,
and enlightening Scriptures [literally: enlightening
Book].»

«And if they deny thee, even so did they deny
messengers who were before thee, who came with

17
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miracles and with the Psalms and with ‘the Scripture
giving light’ [Arabic literal translation is: “the
Enlightening book”].»

oWy st sa LSO bl s

This establishes from the Quran itself the divine origin of the
Holy Bible, that it came from God and that it was inspired by
Him.

18



3

God Given Scriptures Cannot Be
Corrupted

The Quran testifies that the Scriptures which were inspired by
God (The Bible) are impossible to corrupt: They cannot be
changed ‘tabdeel’ nor altered (Quran 10:64, 18:27, 6:34). The
Quran even says that inspired Scriptures are protected by God
from corruption (Quran 15:9). In this verse as in many others,
the word ‘dikr’ (meaning remembrance or reminder) is used
to refer to the Quran itself; but the same word is used to refer
to the Holy Bible in two other verses (Quran 16:43 and 21:7).

I8 Quran 15:9

«lIt is certainly We Who have revealed the Reminder, and

it is certainly We Who will preserve it.»

KOskl d by ST WS 2 L)y

‘The reminder’ is the ‘dikr’, the Quran uses the same word
to refer to the Holy Bible see 16:43 and 21:7

19
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VA Quran 10:64

«Theirs are good tidings in the life of the world and in
the Hereafter - There is no changing the Words of

Allah - that is the Supreme Triumph.»

== ,f‘ S i SOt BENTANE :
guﬂm‘qmm?@;a@;;;@mj TR 5
S IS 545 03) Al dis e e el OIS O s A s by i
S 4t DT (3 oS s Lzl Oy VT 09030 5 1 o970 005020l Ui

1880 Ll s ¥ &f Joi

KM Quran 6:34 ve )

«Messengers indeed have been denied before thee, and
they were patient under the denial and the persecution
till Our succour reached them. There is none to alter
the decisions [literally: ‘words’] of Allah. Already
there hath reached thee (somewhat) of the tidings of the
messengers (We sent before).»

i Yy s a3 Uy pdS Lo e Iyaad LS o Py 258
G M L5 e Bl iy QL«LQ/

&
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"3 Quran 18:27 YV S

«And recite that which hath been revealed unto thee
of the Scripture of thy Lord. There is none who can
change His words, and thou wilt find no refuge beside
Him.»

G Motle 2595 o dd o SIS S ¥ by S e ) ol Lo [ley
/

e Y \a)’xf{)f L_;T

The lesson to learn from these verses is that the Quran claims
that it is impossible to corrupt the Holy Bible since it comes
from God.

21






4

The Quran Witnesses To The
Authenticity Of The Bible

As we saw in the previous chapter, the Quran positively wit-
nesses that the Bible originates and comes from God. But it
doesn’t stop there. It continues to affirm the authenticity of the
Holy Bible which existed during the time of Muhammad as
we will see in this chapter. The significance of this declaration
is that it is an implicit affirmation that:

1. The Scriptures which the Jews and Christians possessed
during the time of Muhammad were genuine, and they
were the same ones give by God.

2. Itis an implicit testimony of the preservation of the Gospel
and the New Testament 500 years after Christ. Which
means that the Gospel survived 5 centuries of faithful
transmission by copying from one generation to the next
without any corruption.

3. Itis a testimony that the Jewish scriptures (the Torah and
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the Old Testament) were preserved and faithfully transmit-
ted for 15 centuries since the time of Moses.

A pally Bl SLYI eds B3lety B2 S ] et ey g il oS
The Quran admits that the Holy Bible was preserved and
uncorrupted at the time of Muhammad. We shall now go
through the evidence from the Quran:

4.1 The Torah And The Old Testament

It asks the Jews to “judge” according to the Torah. By doing
so, the Quran is indirectly saying that the Jews already pos-
sessed the Torah version inspired by God; witnessing to the
authenticity of the Torah at the time of Muhammad.

Bl Quran 5:43 £y sl

«How come they unto thee for judgment when they
have the Torah, wherein Allah hath delivered judgment
(for them)? Yet even after that they turn away. Such
(folk) are not believers.»
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b Quran 5:44 ¢ ¢ ausll

«Lo! We did reveal the Torah, wherein is guidance
and a light, by which the prophets who surrendered
(unto Allah) judged the Jews, and the rabbis and the
priests (judged) by such of Allah’s Scripture..»
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4.

4.1. THE TORAH AND THE OLD TESTAMENT

(L2 ol e 5 oy plian b 0S4 (B i il Db ol 10)
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Quran 5:45 ¢0 sl

«And We prescribed for them therein: The life for the
life, and the eye for the eye, and the nose for the nose,
and the ear for the ear, and the tooth for the tooth, and
for wounds retaliation. But whoso forgoeth it (in the
way of charity) it shall be expiation for him. Whoso
judgeth not by that which Allah hath revealed: such
are wrong-doers.»
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The Quran witnesses that the Old Testament was preserved
unchanged from corruption for 1400 years specifically at
the time of Jesus:
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Which means that the OT (Torah) which was with the Chris-
tians at the time of Jesus was not changed, and that the Jews;
if indeed they changed it; it happened after the time of Jesus.

Quran 5:46 £ sl
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4.2 The Gospel

The Quran asks the Christians to “judge” ‘yahkom’ according
to the Gospel. The logical explanation of which means that
they already had the same inspired Gospel with them.

Quran 5:47 £y sl

«So let the people of the Gospel judge by what Allah has

revealed in it. And those who do not judge by what Allah
has revealed are [truly] the rebellious.»
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This verse shows how the Christians had the text of the Gospels
with them preserved and it is asking them to judge according to
it. Why would it ask them to ‘judge by it’ if it was corrupted?
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4.3. THE BIBLE As A WHOLE

4.3 The Bible As A Whole

4.3.1 To Jews and Christians

It asks both Jews and Christians to “uphold” ‘tugimu’ the
Scriptures (Quran 5:68).

Quran 5:68 A sl

«Say O People of the Scripture! Ye have naught (of guid-
ance) till ye observe the Torah and the Gospel and that
which was revealed unto you from your Lord [‘that’
must refer to the other revealed books of the Holy
Bible].»
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The Quran asks Both the Jews and the Christians to judge

according to the Holy Bible which they had with them
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4.3.2 To Muslims

LTS

The Quran asks the Muslims to “believe” ‘aminu’ in the “book”
‘kitab’ which was “descended” before Muhammad’s time:

Quran 4:136 U GEpY O

«O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messenger and
the Scripture which He hath revealed unto His messenger,
and the Scripture which He revealed aforetime. Whoso
disbelieveth in Allah and His angels and His scriptures and
His messengers and the Last Day, he verily hath wandered
far astray.»
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The Quran asks the Muslims to believe in the Bible

(2590 b LS OWYL bl b 1)
Why would God ask Muslims to believe in the Holy Bible if
it was corrupted?

4.3.3 To Muhammad

It commands Muhammad and the Muslims to follow the “guid-
ance” of the Jews and Christians (Quran 6:90) and to “ask”
‘fas’alou’ them if they [the Muslims] “did not know” ‘la
ta’lamun’ (Quran 16:43, 21:7, 10:94). One verse even as-
serts that Muhammad couldn’t find any “clearer” (literally:
better guiding, ‘ahda’) book than the Torah and the Gospel!

Quran 28:49 TODO

«Say (unto them, O Muhammad): Then bring a scripture
from the presence of Allah that giveth clearer [literally:
more guiding] guidance than these two [Torah and Gospels]
(that) I may follow it, if ye are truthful.»

The deity of the Quran commands Muhammad and the
Muslims to consult the Bible

The deity of the Quran commands Muhammad and the Mus-
lims to consult the Bible, to follow the Jews and Christians,
and to ask them if he had any doubt. The deity of the Quran
asks Muhammad to follow the Torah and the Gospels and
what God gave them. Which assumes that they already had
the Bible.

1.
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4.3. THE BIBLE As A WHOLE

Quran 6:90

«Those are they whom Allah guideth, so follow their
guidance..»
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«And We sent not (as Our messengers) before thee other
than men whom We inspired - Ask the followers of the
Remembrance if ye know not! [‘remembrance’ or
‘dikr’ the Quran uses this word to refer to the Holy
Bible as in this verse, or to the Quran in other verses
e.g. 15:9]»
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3. Quran 21:7

«And We sent not (as Our messengers) before thee other
than men, whom We inspired. Ask the followers of the
Reminder [or ‘remembrance’, meaning Holy Bible]
if ye know not?»
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Quran 10:94 ¢ iy

«And if thou (Muhammad) art in doubt concerning
that which We reveal unto thee, then question [liter-
ally: ‘ask’] those who read the Scripture (that was)
before thee. Verily the Truth from thy Lord hath come
unto thee. So be not thou of the waverers.»
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M Quran 28:49
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4.3.4 Confirming What Jews and Christians Knew
Quran 2:121

«Those unto whom We have given the Scripture, who read
it with the right reading, those believe in it. And whoso
disbelieveth in it, those are they who are the losers.»

It witnesses that the Christians and the Jews knew the text of
the Holy Bible and they “recited” it as it was given to them
by God.

Quran 2:146

«Those unto whom We gave the Scripture recognise (this
revelation) as they recognise their sons. But lo! a party
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of them knowingly conceal the truth.»

Quran 6:20 TODO

«Those unto whom We gave the Scripture recognise [lit-
erally: ‘know’] (this revelation) as they recognise their
sons. Those who ruin their own souls will not believe.»

2 ¢

It even states that they “knew it” ‘ya’rifunahu’ as they knew
their children!

The Quran witnesses that the Christians and the Jews
knew the text of the Bible which was given to them by God

(which means they already had it)
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4.3.5 Asserting Bible Truthfulness

It witnesses to the truthfulness of the Bible at the time of
Muhammad (Quran 2:41, 2:89, 2:91, 2:97, 2:101, 3:3, 4:47,
5:48, 6:92,10:37, 12:111, 35:31).

The Quran witnesses to the truthfullness of the Bible at
the time of Muhammad, it admits that the Bible was not
changed; that the OT was preserved unchanged for 2000
years; and the NT for 600 years; showing God’s power in
preserving them.
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4.3. THE BIBLE As A WHOLE

Quran 2:41

«And believe in that which I reveal, confirming that
which ye possess already (of the Scripture), and be
not first to disbelieve therein, and part not with My

revelations for a trifling price, and keep your duty unto
Me.»
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«And when there cometh unto them a scripture from
Allah, confirming that in their possession - though
before that they were asking for a signal triumph over
those who disbelieved - and when there cometh unto
them that which they know (to be the truth) they dis-
believe therein. The curse of Allah is on disbelievers.»

o) e Opmiiie |8 0 15155 ens U Blas dl e 0 ST el Uy
CoppS o dl tials 4 19,8 15b e Lo el Leds g a7
J

N
(J:Lﬁ gy V.@,\J om0 L of Lﬂgi)
3. Quran 2:91 49 18,4

«And when it is said unto them: Believe in that which
Allah hath revealed, they say: We believe in that which
was revealed unto us. And they disbelieve in that which
cometh after it, though it is the truth confirming that
which they possess...»
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S8 Quran 2:97 QY 3,80

«Say (O Muhammad, to mankind): Who is an enemy to
Gabriel! For he it is who hath revealed (this Scripture) to
thy heart by Allah’s leave, confirming that which was
(revealed) before it, and a guidance and glad tidings to
believers»
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«And when there cometh unto them a messenger from
Allah, confirming that which they possess, a party of
those who have received the Scripture fling the Scripture
of Allah behind their backs as if they knew not»
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«He hath revealed unto thee (Muhammad) the Scripture
with truth, confirming that which was (revealed) be-
fore it, even as He revealed the Torah and the Gospel.»

-
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A Quran 4:47 £V el

«O ye unto whom the Scripture hath been given! Believe
in what We have revealed confirming that which
ye possess, before We destroy countenances so as to
confound them, or curse them as We cursed the Sabbath-
breakers (of old time). The commandment of Allah is
always executed.»
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M Quran 5:48 £ A sl

«And unto thee have We revealed the Scripture with
the truth, confirming whatever Scripture was before it,
and a watcher over it. So judge between them by that
which Allah hath revealed, and follow not their desires
away from the truth which hath come unto thee. For
each We have appointed a divine law and a traced-out
way. Had Allah willed He could have made you one
community. But that He may try you by that which He
hath given you (He hath made you as ye are). So vie
one with another in good works. Unto Allah ye will all
return, and He will then inform you of that wherein ye
differ.»
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«And this is a blessed Scripture which We have revealed,
confirming that which (was revealed) before it, that
thou mayst warn the Mother of Villages and those
around her. Those who believe in the Hereafter believe
herein, and they are careful of their worship.»

«This is a blessed Book which We have revealed
confirming what came before it so you may warn
the Mother of Cities (villages) and everyone around it.
Those who believe in the Hereafter [truly] believe in it
and guard their prayers.»

Wom cyms sl ol iy iy o ) Blas )L ol3T (OT,8)) ST 1dagy

«.Osbsls fﬁfw e 29 4 Osiady 5590 g ()i"U‘)/

(bl o & 62 oS f @l aeally s O )

(U8 Quran 10:37

«And this Qur’an is not such as could ever be invented
in despite of Allah; but it is a confirmation of that

which was before it and an exposition of that which is
decreed for mankind - Therein is no doubt - from the
Lord of the Worlds.»
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4.3. THE BIBLE As A WHOLE
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Quran 12:111 (R -9

«In their history verily there is a lesson for men of un-
derstanding. It is no invented story but a confirmation
of the existing (Scripture) and a detailed explanation
of everything, and a guidance and a mercy for folk who
believe.»
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What is this ‘existing scripture’ but the Holy Bible?

Quran 35:31 vy bl

«As for that which We inspire in thee of the Scripture,
it is the Truth confirming that which was (revealed)
before it. Lo! Allah is indeed Observer, Seer of His
slaves.»
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Why would the Quran encourage Muhammad and the Muslims

to ¢

‘ask” the Jews and Christians for “guidance”? Or even

command Christians to “judge by the Gospel”? Would not this
mean that Quran is assuming that the Jews and Christians had
the same books which God himself inspired? Otherwise it is
meaningless that the Quran asks them to “follow” non-existent
scripture, or scripture which had already been corrupted. One
wonders, if the Bible was truly changed and corrupted, and if
the deity of the Quran knew about this corruption, should not
the Quran have warned Muhammad and the Muslims? But
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what we find instead is the complete opposite: The Quran
affirming the Holy Bible in every possible way: inspiration,
preservation, authenticity, reliability, correctness and authority.
This is undisputable evidence that the Quran is a witness that
the Holy Bible was preserved unchanged even during the life
of Muhammad who came six centuries after Christ. Let us
keep in mind that the Bible was compiled in a single book
in the year 382 AD; two full centuries before Muhammad’s
birth; and that it is mentioned by name as “the book™ ‘kitab’
(Quran 2:146, 6:156). In fact, Jews and Christians are referred
to throughout the Quran and the Islamic world as the “people
of the book” ‘ahl al-kitab’(Quran 2:105, 2:109, 3:64, 3:69,
3:70, 3:72, 3:98, 3:99, 3:110, 3:113, 4:123, 4:159, 4:171, 5:15,
5:19, 5:65, 5:68, 29:46, 57:29, 59:2, 59:11, 98:1, 98:6).

4.4 Conclusion

In conclusion, the Quran admits that the Bible was preserved
uncorrupted in its original state just as it was inspired, and
that the Christians and Jews of Muhammad’s time had it in
their hands.

The Quran is a witness that the Gospel survived 500 years of
faithful transmission. During this time, it was copied and repli-
cated innumerate times, exponential growth with time. Many
whole Bible copies we still have until today. (See Historical
Background chapter 6)

Also that it was preserved from corruption during the 5 cen-
turies before Muhammad and that Christians and Jews had
this uncorrupted text.
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Who Corrupted What?

We have now established that the Holy Bible comes from God,
that it was preserved at the time of Muhammad, and that God’s
revelation is impossible to corrupt. Everything else should be
understood in this light. Let us now deal with the ‘corruption’
verses.

It is time now that we turn to the verses which mention any
kind of alteration. In total, there are less than a dozen verses.
Before treating them, it is important to remember that these
verses should be understood in the light we shined above,
namely that:

1. The Holy Bible comes from God.

2. God’s revelation is impossible to corrupt.

3. The Bible was preserved from corruption at the time of
Muhammad.

The first group contains 5 verses. These verses might be
quoted by Muslim activists and removed from context to give
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the impression that they prove the “corruption” of the Bible.
But such verses either talk about “corruption” by “a party of
the Jews” only, not all Jews:

51 Cow?75

«Do you [believers still] expect them to be true to you,
though a group of them would hear the word of Allah then
knowingly corrupt it after understanding it?»

«Have ye any hope that they will be true to you when a
party of them used to listen to the word of Allah, then
used to change it, after they had understood it, knowingly?»
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This verse talks about a party of the Jews (mentioned in verse
67).
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Quran 2:79 V4 :3,all

«So woe to those [Jews] who distort the Scripture with
their own hands then say, “This is from Allah”—seeking a
fleeting gain! So woe to them for what their hands have
written, and woe to them for what they have earned.»

«Therefore woe be unto those who write the Scrip-
ture with their hands and then say, ”This is from Allah,”
that they may purchase a small gain therewith. Woe unto
them for that their hands have written, and woe unto them
for that they earn thereby.»
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This is a follow up verse talking about a part of the Jews as
well.
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Quran 4:46 £ el

«Some Jews take words out of context and say, “We listen
and we disobey,” “Hear! May you never hear..”»

«Some of those who are Jews change words from
their context and say: ”We hear and disobey; hear thou
as one who heareth not” and ”Listen to us!” distorting with
their tongues and slandering religion. If they had said: "We
hear and we obey: hear thou, and look at us” it had been
better for them, and more upright. But Allah hath cursed
them for their disbelief, so they believe not, save a few.»
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This verse talks about some of the Jews. Since it says they

‘hear’, then they must have the preserved Torah which they
hear and disobey.
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5.4. TABLE 41
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5.4 Table 41

Quran 5:41 £ sl

«Nor those among the Jews who eagerly listen to lies,
attentive to those who are too arrogant to come to you.
They distort the Scripture, taking rulings out of context,
then say..»

«O Messenger! Let not them grieve thee who vie
one with another in the race to disbelief, of such as say
with their mouths: ”We believe,” but their hearts believe
not, and of the Jews: listeners for the sake of falsehood,
listeners on behalf of other folk who come not unto thee,
changing words from their context and saying: If this be
given unto you, receive it, but if this be not given unto you,
then beware! He whom Allah doometh unto sin, thou (by
thine efforts) wilt avail him naught against Allah. Those
are they for whom the Will of Allah is that He cleanse not
their hearts. Theirs in the world will be ignominy, and in
the Hereafter an awful doom;»
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Verse says “of”” the Jews, meaning a party of them.
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CHAPTER 5. WHO CORRUPTED WHAT?
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Or they mention “distortion” by “some” of “the people of the
book™:

5.5 Omran 78

Quran 3:78 VA :01pes JT

«There are some among them who distort the Book with
their tongues to make you think this [distortion] is from
the Book—but it is not what the Book says. They say, “It
is from Allah”—but it is not from Allah. And [so] they
attribute lies to Allah knowingly.»

«And lo! there is a party of them who distort the
Scripture [literally ‘the book’] with their tongues, that
ye may think that what they say is from the Scripture, when
it is not from the Scripture. And they say: It is from Allah,
when it is not from Allah; and they speak a lie concerning
Allah knowingly.»
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“Knowingly” meaning that they know the God given scripture.
Indeed, such charges must be done by a party, otherwise the
Quran risks contradicting itself according to what we stated
earlier.
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5.6. AN’AM 91

The second group of verses contains 4. It talks about “con-
cealing” the truth either by “a party” of the Jews:
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5.6 An’am 91

Quran 6:91 4y el

«And they [some Jews] have not shown Allah His proper
reverence when they said, “Allah has revealed nothing to
any human being.” Say, [O Prophet,] “Who then revealed
the Book brought forth by Moses as a light and guidance
for people, which you split into separate sheets—revealing
some and hiding much? »

«And they measure not the power of Allah its true
measure when they say: Allah hath naught revealed unto
a human being. Say (unto the Jews who speak thus):
Who revealed the Book which Moses brought, a light and
guidance for mankind, which ye have put on parchments
which ye show, but ye hide much (thereof), and (by which)
ye were taught that which ye knew not yourselves nor (did)
your fathers (know it)? Say: Allah. Then leave them to
their play of cavilling. »
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This verse speaks about a party which does not believe that
God ever “revealed unto a human being”. In comparison
Muhammad seems to believe in the Torah more than them.
They must be some heretical party, definitely not the mainline
Jews.
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Or by “a party” of the “people of the book” meaning Jews and
Christians:

5.7 Cow 146

«Those We have given the Scripture recognize this [Prophet]
as they recognize their own children. Yet a group of them
hides the truth knowingly.»

«Those unto whom We gave the Scripture recognise
[literally: ‘know’] (this revelation) as they recognise
their sons. But lo! a party of them knowingly conceal
the truth.»
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According to Muhammad’s claim, a party of the Jews and the
Christians concealed the truth from him (perhaps that he is the
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5.8. OMRAN 71

“awaited messiah” according to his claim). This has nothing

to do with corruption original text. The verse says that they

“knew” the revelation as it was given them.
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5.8 Omran 71

Quran 3:71 VY Oes JT

«O People of the Book! Why do you mix the truth with
falsehood and hide the truth knowingly? »

«O People of the Scripture! Why confound ye truth with
falsehood and knowingly conceal the truth?»
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Or it refers to “hiding the book™ by a party of the Christians:

5.9 Table 15

Quran 5:15 Yo sl

«O People of the Book! Now Our Messenger has come
to you, revealing much of what you have hidden of the
Scriptures and disregarding much.»

«O People of the Scripture! Now hath Our messen-
ger come unto you, expounding unto you much of that
which ye used to hide in the Scripture..»
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They hide what? According to the claim they had the original
God given scripture, meaning that they knew it and had it with
them.
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Whichever case, it certainly does not generalise on all Jews or
Christians. The fact that the language of the Quran mentions
“hiding”, or “concealing” means that the accused people had
the original uncorrupted Scriptures, which we have clarified
earlier.

5.10 The last problematic verse

Quran 5:13 (YY)

«But for breaking their covenant We condemned them and
hardened their hearts. They distorted the words of the
Scripture and neglected a portion of what they had been
commanded to uphold. You [O Prophet] will always find
deceit on their part, except for a few. But pardon them and
bear with them. Indeed, Allah loves the good-doers.»
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5.10. THE LAST PROBLEMATIC VERSE

«And because of their breaking their covenant, We
have cursed them and made hard their hearts. They
change words from their context and forget a part of that
whereof they were admonished. Thou wilt not cease to
discover treachery from all save a few of them. But bear
with them and pardon them. Lo! Allah loveth the kindly.»
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But this verse is about the Jews; not about the Christians.
Earlier verses witness that the Torah has indeed been preserved,
this would mean that the only explanation to this verse is that
the “distortion” was done by a party of the Jews, according to
the claim.
The context is about the Jews. It must be a party of them as
the Torah is preserved.
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5.11 The Quran does not say any corruption
happened to the Bible
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5.12 Conclusion

The Quran witnesses not only that the Holy Bible comes from
God; but it admits that it was preserved during the life of
Muhammad (600 years after Christ); and that it is impossible
to corrupt since it is God’s revelation.

Not a single verse in the Quran accuses the Christians with
corruption. All corruption accusations are directed to certain
parties either of the Jews or other heretical groups.
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6

Who Are the Faithful Christians?

Quran 61:14
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CHAPTER 6. WHO ARE THE FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS?
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6.1 Historical Background

Historically, the Bible was put together at the Council of Rome
(382 AD). We have 3 complete ancient Biblical manuscripts
of the whole Bible all of which predate Muhammad: Codex
Sinaiticus (325 AD), Codex Vaticanus (400 AD) and Codex
Alexandiris (500 AD). Together with thousands of earlier 2nd,
3rd and 4th century parchments and papyruses: 5000 Greek,
10000 Latin, 9300 in Syriac and other languages; quotes from
church fathers and non-Christian sources form an rich tree of
sources in which the Holy Bible was preserved. This forms
the foundation of the Holy Bible which we have today, and
which is a part of Holy Apostolic Tradition. All predating
Muhammad. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

6.2 Conclusion

In conclusion, the Quran witnesses not only that the Holy
Bible comes from God; but it admits that it was preserved
from corruption during the life of Muhammad; and that it is
impossible to corrupt since it is God’s revelation. All cor-
ruption accusations are directed to certain “parties” either of
the Jews or other groups heretical. In fact, and as the Or-
thodox Coptic Fr. Zakaria Botros says: There isn’t a single
verse in the Quran which accuses the Christians with distort-
ing or corrupting the Bible whether in its words or meanings
(interpretations). If some Muslims misunderstand what they
considered a holy book, how much less do they understand
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6.2. CONCLUSION

others’ Holy Books! To settle the question we asked in the
introduction regarding stoning: Christ came to “fulfill” the
law, and through it reveal the true identity of God, which is
love and compassion. Therefore it was unfair for the woman
to be put to death, rather she was given another chance: “Go
and sin no more”. Amen.

; not only so, but that the Quran affirms the authenticity of the
Bible, in contradiction to what some Muslims claim.
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7

Introduction to Christianity

7.1 Do the Christians believe in three gods?

No, the Christians believe in One God.
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